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Dear Tariro Supporters,

Greetings from Tariro!
The new school year in Zim-
babwe began in January
and we now have informa-
tion to share with you about
our ongoing program to pro-
vide educational support for
young women orphans.

Scholarship Program

Despite the challenges of operating in Zimbabwe’s difficult economic environment, Tariro’s schol-
arship program is thriving. We are currently paying school fees for a total of 37 girls. Tariro’s
scholarship recipients live in several different low-income suburbs of the capital city, Harare, and
also in the Mhondoro rural areas, and range in age from 12 to 20 years of age. While some of
them are completing their last years of primary school, we have chosen once again to focus on
students attending secondary school, where school fees are much more expensive, and financial
support much more difficult to obtain. The average cost of school fees during the current term
was around $1 million Zimbabwe dollars per student, or about $15 US at the current exchange
rate. In addition to the payment of school fees, we are currently working to provide uniforms and
books for a number of students who are in need of these items. While relatively inexpensive in
US dollar terms, the current fees are inordinately expensive for families struggling to care for or-
phaned children in Zimbabwe’s extremely depressed economy. Please consider making a do-
nation to our scholarship program to support the education of these young women and girls, and
to allow Tariro to extend its scholarship program to greater numbers of orphans who lack the fi-
nancial resources necessary to complete a secondary school education. For profiles of some of
our scholarship recipients, please visit our updated website at www.tariro.org

Education is the__ most effective tool to com-
bat the spread of AIDS. Please consider

IRS 501(c)(3) Status Update
We are only a month or so away from submitting

making a donation now to support Tariro’s

on-going work with young women orphans

in Zimbabwe. Yourdonations make a great
difference in the lives of the young women

involved in Tariro’s educational program.

Please print out and use the donation form

on the next page; send to Tairiro at 510
Lochmoor Place, Eugene, OR 97405.

our application to the IRS for consideration for 501
(c)(3) status. Hopefully, we will attain this status
by the end of the year. This is an important step
which will allow us to collect tax-deductible dona-
tions in the future, and to apply for a variety of
grants to continue to support and expand our pro-
gram for orphaned girls in Zimbabwe. In the
meantime, we thank all of our supporters for the
trust they have placed in us as an organization.
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_$1,000 _ $500 __ $250 _ $100 __ $50 $  other
Please add my name to your __ snail mail list _ e-mail list.
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Art Therapy Workshop Held in January

In early January, many of our girls and their families
participated in an art therapy workshop initiated by
Tariro and held in Epworth. A group of volunteers
brought art supplies and led the workshop with
these girls and their siblings and guardians. The fol-
lowing is an excerpt from one volunteer who partici-
pated in this workshop.

There were 25 girls, ages 5 to 16, all of
whom had lost their parents and were in pre-
carious living situations. Many of these children
have suffered physical and sexual abuse, as
well as homelessness. | led an exercise, using
techniques of art therapy, using drawing with
color crayons and paper as a medium, to draw
things that represented two things | feel are im-
portant to the well-being of these children; that
of personal inner strength and protective
boundaries... Following this, the program con-
tinued with the girls presenting their own po-
etry, drama pieces, and dances that they had
been working on, as self-expression about
their lives, their circumstances, the dangers of
AIDS, and their hopes and dreams for a future.

Workshops such as this one give students involved in
Tariro a creative outlet to address important issues re-
lated to the loss of parents and other family members
to HIV/AIDS. They also enhance the students’ educa-
tional experience, as very few resources are available
for the arts within the Zimbabwean primary or secon-
dary school curriculums. We are currently planning fu-
ture art therapy workshops, and welcome donations
toward the purchase of materials and other costs.

To see more photos of the girls’ art and to
read more about the workshop and about

Tariro’s scholarship recipients, please visit
our updated website at www.tariro.org .

Epworth Girl Child Network Club Formed

Several of Tariro’s scholarship recipients in
the Epworth area of Harare have recently
been involved in the formation of a Girl Child
Network club. Through the Girl Child Net-
work, many of Tariro’s Epworth students
and their families will gain access to a range
of social services, such as sexual abuse
counseling and legal support, that provide
further support for vulnerable girls. The Girl
Child Network focuses on primary school
education, and provides scholarships for
younger girls. Their work in Epworth thus
complements Tariro’s work with secondary
school students, and is a wonderful example
of the way that work of non-profits with simi-
lar goals can be mutually complementary.




