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3480 Kincaid, Eugene, OR 97405         www.tariro.org  

Tariro provides hope for orphaned girls whose families have been affected by poverty, neglect, and HIV/AIDS. 
By enabling girls to continue with their education and receive a high school degree, Tariro’s work in Zimbabwe 
allows girls to envision a positive future and  fulfill their ambitions.   
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Exciting things have been happening at Tariro! The generous support of our friends and 
donors, has allowed Tariro to make good progress on all three of the goals set in February: 
 

Find a home: Tariro has secured a three-month lease in Glen Norah, a high-density 
township outside of Harare within walking distance for many of the girls. For the first 
time, administrators have a space to gather the girls for tutoring, special events and group 
meetings with their guardians. It also provides a permanent place for Tariro’s library. 
 

Serve more girls: Approximately 30 new students have been enrolled bringing the total 
number of girls served to 75!  This has been achieved through various forms of outreach 
such as talking with teachers, pastors, market vendors and other community members. 

Tariro’s students are also referring other girls from their communities who need services.  
 

Improve attendance through sanitary ware initiative: Sanitary supplies are now regularly included with 
the school supplies the girls are given each term.  Finding all of these supplies at an affordable price is a challenge. 
Since the elections have disrupted consistency of classroom education for the girls, determining the impact of this 
program on attendance is difficult but surely including sanitary supplies makes the girls’ lives more comfortable. 
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‘Building Girls, Building Dreams’ Summer Camp        
     After seeing how well the girls responded to last 
year’s summer arts and empowerment camp, it was 
agreed to try to provide the camp on a yearly basis.  
We are pleased to report that Tariro’s 2008 camp has 
been funded, in part, through the award of a $3,000 
grant from the Leboy-Davies Fellowship in Women’s 
Studies. They write: “Your efforts to enable young 
women who have lost a parent to AIDS to attend 
school and receive an education not only in the local 
curriculum but also in HIV/AIDS prevention is of 
critical importance and will undoubtedly foster the 
health and well-being of these young women in Zim-
babwe.”   Students and their guardians gather for a meeting in Tariro’s 

new office in Glen Norah.  

Community Outreach.  As Tariro settles into the Glen Norah and Highfield townships, the administrators are 
coming across children in the neighborhood who are living in desperate circumstances.  These include some who 
are orphaned or abandoned as well as those who are living with parents who are infected with HIV.  Although, in 
some cases these children do not fit the typical profile of 10-20 year old girls, Tariro has begun an auxiliary com-
munity outreach program to provide emergency assistance to those  living nearby in acute crisis.  Six students were 
enrolled last month.  



 In spite of curfews and stay-aways, Denver and Nyasha have been 
able to meet the needs of Tariro’s day-to-day operations.  Besides the 

regular responsibilities of enrolling new students, paying school fees, sourc-
ing materials and dealing with special needs as they arise, they were able to create 
a physical location for Tariro’s programs. In Glen Norah, where housing is at a 
premium, they found a suitable home for Tariro’s operations ($150/month). Girls 
are already gathering to study, meet and enjoy each other. The lending library is 
set up and the tutoring program has begun.  This space will also enable them to 
offer regular HIV/AIDS educational workshops. (Watch for photos that will be 

posted on the website soon.) They and our founder have been visiting other programs 
in the area and meeting with their administrators for input on developing a model that will effec-

tively focus Tariro’s work in a specific community. 
           The tutoring program is vital to the girls’ academic success. Tariro has begun providing extra lessons to sup-
plement the education received from Zimbabwe’s crumbling public school system. Two tutors have been hired to 
conduct these sessions ($140/month) that will focus primarily on Form 3 and 4 students preparing to write their 
“O” level exams. We expect this program to increase the pass rate among our students, enabling more Tariro girls 
to proceed to “A” level studies. Congratulations to Tatenda of Mhondoro for passing her ‘O’ levels!   

 

Student Profile:  Sheila 
Sheila is one of 
Tariro’s new 
students in Glen 
Norah.  Like many 
of Tariro’s 
students, Sheila 
lives with an 
elderly 
grandmother.   

����������	� :  Tariro’s Board of Directors welcomes Michael Dudley as it’s new treasurer.  We are very 
grateful to have Michael’s bookkeeping and business skills as well as his enthusiasm for Tariro’s mission.  We are 
also fortunate to have Melissa Hunt and Jackie Mroz from the University of Oregon join us this year as interns. 
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        Special thanks this quarter to all our generous donors, including: the Oregon Country Fair Board for granting 
$500 to create an exhibit of the girls' artwork and photography;  Juba Marimba Band of Bellingham, WA; the 
Boulder, Albuquerque, and Eugene marimba communities for hosting benefit concerts; Ladies Who Launch; the 
Tom DeFore Memorial Gift Fund; and the Boulder County AIDS project.   
 

        The difference Tariro’s support makes in the lives of orphaned children and their families can literally be a 
matter of life or death.  There are many ways that YOU can get  involved. Add us as a cause through your 
Facebook site. Refer friends and family to our website. Host a benefit event. Consider forming a “Friends of Tariro” 
group in your home community.  Donations can be made online through our website  www.tariro.org   or by mail to 
Tariro,  3480 Kincaid St., Eugene, OR, 97405.  And remember, your money goes a lot further with an exchange 
rate of three hundred million Zimbabwean dollars to one US! 
 

        Above all, please help us stay in touch. Contact us through the website www.Tariro.org or through our local 
director at  maggiedona@comcast.net  to update your e-mail and postal address.  Let us know if you’d like to receive 
field updates, a hard copy of our Fall newsletter…...or if you want us to remove your name from our list.     

 

     And finally, for those of you attending Zimfest  (www.zimfest.org) this year in Tacoma on July 
4-6, please visit us in the marketplace. If you have a couple of hours to volunteer, we’d appreciate 
some help staffing the booth.  Tariro will be giving a presentation on Sunday at 3:00 and we hope 
to see some of you there.  �
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Marimba band and traditional dance group.    
     Weekly dance classes for Tariro’s girls have 
begun. A teacher has been hired to teach one dance 
class/week ($32/month) in a nearby school. This is 
the first step toward forming a marimba band and 
traditional dance group with Tariro’s students. We anticipate this 
program will cost $960/year after the initial cost of instruments 
($700) is covered. We would welcome funding from any source 
and wonder whether there is a youth group interested in 
sponsoring a year of this project?   �


